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met 8 open d the Mouth of FE ny Sys me, 
and gave my Enemies Opportunity to brand 

me a with the Title of Ballad-maker ; which, at 
that time did me no {mall Prejudice among the undiſcern- 
ing Part of Mankind: And fo far piqued me, I determin'd 
never to compoſe more. But finding on Reflection, that 


the greateſt Poets have made Ballads, nor have the moſt 


eminent Muſicians diſdain'd to fet em; and that, even during 
my Silence, many were publiſh'd by other Hands, with 
good Succeſss I alter'd my peeviſh Reſolution, and re-em- 
brac'd my long rejected Mule ; hoping, that what was Me- 
rit in others, would not be eſtcem'd a Crime in me. If 1 


underſtand a-right the Word Ballad, it implies a Song 


ſung at a Ball *, tho' now it 1s generally applied to any 


Song, where two or more Verſes are ſung to the ſame Tune; 
. 10 the Odes of the Divine Horace are but Ballads, nor 
are Tam tanto, Per la Gloria, and many other excellent 
Opera Airs I could mention, any better. 


It is therefore highly injurious to Poctry and Muſic, to 
eſteem a Poem the 185 for being in Stanzas, or underya- | 
lue an Air becauſe it may be ſung to more Verte than one. 
Were it not for Songs of this Nature, Company would 
oftentimes grow dull and inſipid; why then ſhould good 


Senſe or good Mulic be depreciated for a Word's fake? 


And a Poet or Muſician derided for ſupplying the Town 


with ſuch Helps to Converſation. 


There are, however, many Perſons of exquiſite Taſte, 
who eſteem a Song ne'er the worſe for being term'd a Bal- 
lad ; but, that theſe ſlight Airs may not ſeem my ne plus 


Uura, my next Preſent to the Publick ſhall be Cantatas : 


In the mean time I hope, I go to the El:zan Shade, will paſs 
for ſomewhat more than a Ballad. 


Patroniz d by the Generous and Good, I now deſpiſe the 
Malice of Underlings ; nor am I to be laugh'd out of a Ta- 


lent which may afford Diverſion to myF riends, or Profit to 
my ſelf; but, ſpight of Envy ; I ſhall in Gratitude for Fa- 


vours receiv d, exhibit my little Labours, as Occaſion 


Offers, and theſe find Encouragement. 


* A Zalade or Balet, or Roumdelay; in French Balage, in Latin Tripudinm, a Daunce, quod ejuſmodi can- 


tationes apud Gallos tripudiis adaptari foleant. In Spaniſh Balada from Zaylar to daunce. 


MixNSsnEI, P. 54. 
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